
Parish Town Hall Meetings
Sacred Heart & St. Patrick Parishes

Wednesday, March 21, 2018



Almighty God, you are aware of our pastoral needs; 
assist us as we prepare for this time of transition for 
our parish.  May we welcome our new experiences and 
opportunities in a spirit of mutual trust, common 
prayer, and genuine faith.  May our pastoral staffs and 
leaders be prayerfully attentive to the needs of this 
parish community.  May they seek prudent counsel, 
guidance, and advice in the spiritual and temporal care 
of our parish. We thank you for Fr. Cole’s leadership 
and wise counsel and ask your blessing upon him in 
retirement.   May Fr. Trask persevere as a loving father, 
a gentle shepherd and a wise teacher, so that he may 
lead people to Christ, in whom we make our prayer this 
day.  Amen.



 St. Patrick Parish, founded in 1851

 Sacred Heart of Jesus Paris, founded 1880

 1903 – 1907 Fr. Peter Dietz served as 
administrator of St. Patrick while being the 
pastor of Sacred Heart



• Reaction to Change is often Protectiveness and Fear

• We may worry about the future, what may come

• Makes us feel less in control



• We let go of some things; allows us the freedom to look at 
things you may not have considered in the past

• It brings about a sense of new life and energy into a situation

• Moves us to new partnerships, opportunities

• Helps us to learn and grow as persons and as communities

• It helps us to recognize our uniqueness, our strengths, our 
gifts



 Not a merger of two parishes into one!

 Not the bringing together of financial 
resources

 Not making one office serving two parishes

 Not the closing of either rectory



 Desire of the Diocese to maintain the 
presence of the parish communities in both 
Oberlin and Wellington

 To provide, as best we can, for the pastoral 
needs of the people in each community

 Shortage of Clergy
◦ - 1970 – 596 active priests

◦ - 2018 – 250 active priests



 Pastoral appointment of Fr. Trask as pastor of 
St. Patrick with an understanding of shared 
leadership for both places

 Fr. Cole became pastor with the 
understanding that he may be the last full 
time pastor at Sacred Heart

 Health issues prompted the acceptance of 
early retirement for Fr. Cole



 March 17/18 – announcement to parishes

 March 21 – Parish Town Hall Meetings

 April 2 – Transition Meetings at both sites to 
identify questions & suggestions

 June 1 – New mass schedule would be 
implemented, Fr. Dave takes 2 weeks 
vacation

 July 1 – Fr. Cole retires; implementation takes 
place



 Schedules – Masses, Sacraments, Holy Days, 
PSR, Parish Council & Finance Council, 
Organizational Meetings – especially when 
pastor is expected to attend

 Shared Activities 

 Administration

 Building and Grounds

 Outreach

 Community Participation – e.g. County Fair



 What advice would you offer in moving 
through this process, what would be helpful 
to us as a community?

 What are your concerns?  Hopes?

 What are your questions?










